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Message from the  
Chairman …... 

 
The weather held for the Village Summer 
Gala Day and as a first, it went fabulously 
well.  What was astonishing was the 
number of local organisations that all 
worked together to make the Gala 
happen.  To name just a few the 
Elderberries, Ulnes Walton W.I., Action 
For Ulnes Walton, Old School Trustees, 
Ulnes Walton Fundraisers and many more 
volunteers organised stalls, dancing, 
gymnastics, Hurdy Gurdy, and the list 
goes on…  The only shame is that so 
many more villagers could have enjoyed it 
and we hope you will be enthused to join 
us next year. 
 
You may be aware that the 112 bus 
service has had its timetable changed and 
some passengers (including children after 
school) were literally left standing.  It 
seems that the responsible department in 
the Lancashire County Council failed to 
consult and communicate the proposed 
changes.  Pressure from residents and 
assistance from County Councillor 
Whitaker forced a compromise timetable.   
 
The 112 service is a subsidised service.  If 
it’s not used, then there will be changes, 
and they are unlikely to be favourable to 
fare payers. Would you consider using a 
bus instead of the car?  Are there other 
routes to be considered?  What would it 
take to get you to use the bus instead of 
the car, even for one journey a week?  If 
you have a concern, criticism or praise to 
make about the bus services, then please 
forward your comments by letter or email 
to the Parish Council.  Weight of opinion 
can produce results! 
 
I understand Christmas is meant as a time 
of giving.  A lot of people gave up their 
time throughout the year, from putting a 
neighbour’s bin out, to organising group 
activities and galas.  Does that mean 
Christmas occurs more frequently than is 
recognised?  Could Christmas be a time to 
say “Thank you” to everyone who has 
helped to make something happen 
throughout the year? 
 
Whatever it means to you, may your 
Christmas be pleasant and peaceful. 

 
With Best Wishes for the  

Festive Season from  
Ulnes Walton Parish Council 

 
David Williams 

Chairman of the Parish Council 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Arising out of the finalisation of the Parish 
Plan Review Group was the initiative to bring 
together all the voluntary community groups in 
the Parish to organise a village gala. This year’s 
event proved such a success that we have 
decided to make it an annual event.  
 
A new group was formed comprising members 
from the Ulnes Walton W.I., the Elderberries, 
Ulnes Walton Fundraisers, Ulnes Walton 
Charitable Fund, Action for Ulnes Walton and the 
Bridleway’s Association. 
 
The new organisation is to be called The Ulnes 
Walton Community Group and its aim is to raise 
funds with the intention of putting on another 
successful gala in 2009 as well as any other 
activities, which will benefit the residents of the 
village. 
 
If you see an event being run by us please try 
and support it as we are all giving up our own free 
time to make this a better village in which to live. 
 
The first event will be a Beetle Drive and Bingo 
night on 16th January at the Old School and we 
hope you will come along and support your 
community. 

Brendon Pickthall 
Chairman of  

Ulnes Walton Community Group 
 
 

 

Presenting our first 
of many events …. 

Bingo ‘n’ 
Beetle Night 

ON 
Friday 16th January 2009 

Doors open at 7.30pm for an  
8.00pm start and 10.00pm finish 

AT 
The Old School, Ulnes Walton Lane,  

Ulnes Walton 
 

Entrance Fee is £1.50 to include 
refreshments, one bingo game and        

one beetle game 
 

Come along and win some  
fabulous prizes and support your 

community 
 

For Further Information ring either 
Margaret on 01257 451160 or  

Brendon on 01772 600232 

In October the Lancashire College 
offered a beginners Computer 
Course at the Old School and this 
offer was  taken up by Ulnes Walton 
W.I. Seven members of the W.I. and 
five local residents took advantage 
of this offer and are now enjoying 

this new world of computing. 
 
We are embarking on a further course with this 
group in the New Year, which will include the 
use of the internet and emails. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We would like to thank Kath Riley and the tutor 
Geoff from the Lancashire College for 
providing this course. 

Dorothy Todd 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE www.ulneswaltonpc.co.uk     



 

 

Ulnes Walton Women’s 
Institute 

Ulnes Walton WI meets the 
third Wednesday of the month 
at 7.30pm at the Old School, 

Ulnes Walton Lane.   
 
We enjoy many interesting speakers 
and activities throughout the year.  If 
you are  interested in joining the Ulnes 
Walton WI please contact either Jean 
on 01257 451645 or Dorothy on 01772 
601264.  
 
New members are always 
welcome and we look 
forward to meeting new 
friends in 2009.  
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Ulnes Walton has teamed up with 
Lancashire College to offer free basic 
computer training to the over 55’s. This 
is for people who have never been 
involved or interested in computers 
and as the revolution rolls forward, 
have been left behind. They may have 
been frightened by the technology or 
by the thought of teaching yourself 
from scratch. 
 
These are 8 week courses run one day 
a week at the Old School and they 
start by teaching you how to switch on 
the computer – so no high pressure 
learning! 
 
They will teach you how to write letters 
and other basic stuff and prepare you 
for a follow on course on internet 
access and e-mails so you can send 
messages to your families or book 
your holidays, read the newspapers 
and so on. 
 
The courses are for a maximum of 12 
people and computers will be provided 
so you don’t have to buy one unless 
you get hooked and can’t live without 
it! 
 
The first course started in early 
October and was taken up by Ulnes 
Walton WI and is proving to be a great 
success. There are men and women 
taking part and as all are beginners, 
the tutor helps all on an individual 
basis so nobody is left behind. 
 
All we ask is £1 contribution per week 
to the Old School in order to maintain 
the BT Broadband internet connection 
which was funded for one year by a 
grant secured to carry out the Parish 
Plan Review from  Community Futures, 
but we need to collect for next year’s 
costs. 
 
The next course will commence on 
Friday 9th January 2009 at 10.00 am. 
 
If there are more than 12 interested we 
shall simply run more courses so no 
excuses – learn to email – keep in 
touch wi th  your  ch i l d ren or 
grandchildren – pay your bills online – 
surf the net. 
 
Should there be sufficient interest, 
other courses such as digital 
photography will be added to the list. 
 
It’s up to you what you do with your 
new skills, but unless you take the 
courses you will never know!  To book 
a place please contact Brendon 
Pickthall on 01772 600232. 
 
 

You will have all received a copy of the 
Ulnes Walton Parish Plan Review. 
 
Apart from updating you on the 
progress achieved since the 2004 Plan 
this was written to provide residents 
with information on Health, Welfare, and 
Activities within the Community. 
 
The information was provided so you, 
the residents, could access activities 
and services provided by your Councils 
and community groups. The ball is now 
mainly in your court to use to enhance 
your quality of life. 
 
Should you need any help please do not 
hesitate to contact any Parish Councillor 
who will do their best to assist. This 
applies should you have an idea such 
as starting a Mother and Toddler Group 
or a Scout Group or other activity for 
any age group.  
 
Sometimes one of our existing 
community groups can help but if we 
need to look further a field such as 
Lancashire County Council we can start 
the ball rolling for you. 
 
It may be that people at different ends 
of the village have the same idea but 
have no way of conferring so if you get 
in touch with a Parish Councillor they 
may have already had that idea from 
someone else and can help you get 
together. 
 
As with the original Parish Plan this will 
be a living document and will evolve as 
the community goes forward. 
 

Brendon Pickthall 

The Elderberries 
There will be no meeting of the group 

on the 16th December. 
 

Our final meeting for the year will be 
on the 17th December, when we shall 

meet with the 
 

Wymott Art Group 
In a JACOB’S JOIN at  

Wymott Social Club 
 

Both groups will start together again in 
the New Year at a combined luncheon 

(date not yet to hand). 
 

After 11th January, both groups will be 
back to normal routine.   

Before then please address  
any enquiries to:  

Tel: 01772 431986 or 457428 
 

 
A MERRY CHRISTMAS 

AND A HAPPY NEW 
YEAR FROM US ALL 

Ulnes Walton  
Charitable Fund 
 
If you would like information about the Old 
School, hire arrangements and availability, 
or the Ulnes Walton Charitable Fund which 
manages it, please contact: 
 

John McKie, Secretary/Treasurer 
Ulnes Walton Charitable Fund 

11 The Stables, Rufford New Hall 
Rufford, Park Lane, Rufford, L40 1XE 

Tel: 01704 821350 
 
All the projects associated with the Old 
School have the full support of the Parish 
Council and we are grateful to the Trustees 
for their efforts on behalf of this essential 
village asset. 
 

Ulnes Walton Charitable Fund 
Registered Charity No. 225833 



 

 

 
Help from HMP Garth 

Amongst the many things discussed during 
the process of developing the Parish Plan 
Review was the need for a secure cabinet to 
house equipment used by the various village 
community groups and charities. 
 
Whilst these items were not in themselves 
very valuable, their loss or damage would 
have a negative impact on the functioning of 
the groups. 
 
The Parish Plan Review Group decided to 
ask if either of the well equipped workshops 
at HMP Wymott or Garth would be prepared 
to assist the community in providing such a 
cabinet. We were delighted to hear that the 
Light Engineering Vocational workshop at 
Garth, which is now run by Lancaster and 
Morecombe College, were delighted to help 
the community and below is a photograph of 
the finished cabinet being handed over by 
Light Engineering Instructor, Derek Iddon to 
Parish Councillors Derek Ormerod and 
Brendon Pickthall. Although not in the 
picture Councillor Dorothy Todd kindly 
provided transport for the heavy item. 
 
Since then the College has kindly donated 
some of the small projects completed by 
their students for use by the various 
Community Groups partially to raise funds 
by donation to benefit the residents of Ulnes 
Walton. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our grateful thanks to Michelle Alltree, Lead 
Co-ordinator of Key Skills and Vocational 
Training as well as Carpentry and Joinery 
Instructors Austin Booth and Christopher 
Fadden. 

 
 
On Sunday 31st August 2009 Ulnes 
Walton held its first official Summer 
Gala Day. 

 
It proved to be an afternoon of fun 
and entertainment including craft 
stalls, games, Morris Dancers, and 
much, much more. We even had a 
Hurdy Gurdy playing all afternoon as 
well as Leyland Fire engine on 
standby. The engine, unfortunately, 
was called to an emergency half way 
through the Morris Dancers set, but it 
all added to the atmosphere. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The event was made possible by 
funds from a Community Futures 
grant that was secured to carry out 
the Parish Plan Review, so it proved 
to be a very worthwhile grant the 
Parish Council obtained for Ulnes 
Walton. 
 
The Gala was opened by Chorley MP 
Lindsay Hoyle who paid tribute to the 
coming together of all the community 
groups in the Parish for the first time 
in order to stage a truly inclusive 
village event. He then proceeded to 
loose money on the various games 
around the field, a true friend of the 
village! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The day also marked the Breathing 
places project carried out by Action 
for Ulnes Walton to plant a fruit and 
nut hedge along the Old School 
borders as well as building a living 
willow arbour on the field. 
 

The day was such a success that 
the Gala Committee has decided to 
carry on working together to stage a 
similar event next year.  
 
In order to fund raise it has evolved 
into the ‘Ulnes Walton Community 
Group’ so if you see any events 
organised by them throughout the 
year ahead please try and give your 
support as the outcome will be 
another day to remember. 
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It should be noted the Parish Council does not 
endorse or recommend any of the advertisers 
contained in this publication. 

Latest News from  
Villages in Partnership 

 
Second Time Around, Eccleston - 
Come along and have a free glass of 
mulled wine whilst you shop on any of 
these late nights (alcoholic drink 
available to over 18’s only). Gift 
wrapping service will be available 
throughout the month, particularly on 
the late night openings.  Lots of 
Christmas ideas, gifts and stocking 
fillers are now in stock, all for just 
£1.00, along with a variety of 
Christmas cards. Opening times Mon 
to Sat: 10am to 4pm, except 
Thursdays in December (4th, 11th and 
18th) when we are open from 10am to 
8pm. We would like to take this 
opportunity to thank all the volunteers 
for their continued support in 
contributing to the success of the shop 
so far. 
 
Villages in Partnership  – Although 
the Defra funding finished in August of 
this year, VIP have raised sufficient 
funding for at least another 12 months.  
Unfortunately VIP is unable to host 
events, as it has in the past 3 years, 
due to the financial restrictions which 
we face with our present funder. 
However, we are still open for 
business to help local groups to seek 
grant funding and to assist with project 
ideas in any way that we can. 
 
Our Health Trainer , Frances, is now 
fully qualified and has now started 
work in our local communities.  This is 
a totally free and confidential service 
which provides one to one support, 
encourages and motivates people who 
are ready to make lifestyle changes to 
improve their health.  Please contact 
Frances on 01772 603591. 
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We have had an increase in 
opportunist crimes in the area with 
the theft of two trailers and there is 
also the continued threat of scrap 
and fuel.  Please continue to be 
vigilant and report any incidents of 
suspicious activity on the 0845 
number shown below. 
 
We seem to have a trend of pedal 
cyclists inappropriately dressing 
and not displaying lights.  On 
several occasions I have stopped 
children and youths, who have 
been riding their bikes on busy 
main roads in the dark wearing 
dark clothing and no lights, 
unfortunately this is not unique to 
the youth of the area.  We are 
doing what we can, but need your 
co-operation to ensure that if you 
are out on the roads during the 
hours of darkness that you are 
appropriately dressed and have 
lights illuminated. 
 
ECSO Cath Flett is a member of 
our neighbourhood team and as 
part of her role offers free home fire 
safety checks, which includes the 
fitting of smoke alarms free of 
charge.  If you know anyone who 
does not have smoke alarms or 
who may benefit from a visit from 
Cath, please do not hesitate to 
contact us on the numbers below.  
This service is free of charge to any 
homeowner. 
 
If you have any queries with 
regards to this article or any 
problems please do not hesitate to 
contact us on :   

0845 125 3545 
 

or by email on  
caroline.plummer@lancashire.pnn.police.uk 
maria.fetherstone@lancashire.pnn.police.uk   

 
CBM Caroline Plummer 

PCSO Maria Fetherstone 
Lostock Ward  

 
 
 
 
 

NEIGHBOURHOOD WORKING IN  
ULNES WALTON: 

UPDATE NOV/DEC 2008 
 
Since the last newsletter, we have been involved 
in Ward Walks around all 20 Electoral Wards in 
the Borough, covering the Eccleston and 
Mawdesley Ward on 11 September and Lostock 
Ward on 22 September. 
 
We also organised an initial round of 
Neighbourhood Working drop-in sessions – we 
are looking to come out to Ulnes Walton in the 
New Year. 
 
One of our first tasks has been to draft a profile of 
each Neighbourhood Area, and to consult 
residents and organisations about local priorities. 
It is extremely important that we capture the views 
and concerns of each individual Village within the 
Parishes, and hope that you will be able to help us 
with this, by attending the drop in sessions, but 
also by sending in your views by phone, email or 
letter. 
 
By the end of 2008, we will have set up 7 
Neighbourhood Teams made up of people who 
have the ability to make a difference within the 
distinct areas that they will serve. Each 
Neighbourhood Team will develop an action plan 
based on local views. The action plans will be 
signed off by the Executive Cabinet at Chorley 
Council in February 2009 and will come into effect 
from April. 
 
We are also linking with Parish Councils to find 
the most effective ways of working together – 
sharing best practice and good ideas! 
�
What we need most of all is positive action, from 
all partner organisations involved in your area. 
 
If you are interested in getting involved in 
neighbourhood working in Ulnes Walton please let 
us know. 
 
You can help by: 
 
Sending us information about any groups, clubs or 
organisations running in your area, to include in 
the profile. 
 
Suggesting venues, and the best days and times, 
to come out to your neighbourhood to run a 
Neighbourhood Working Drop In session for local 
residents. 
 
Telling us about any concerns you have about 
specific areas within your neighbourhood, or about 
anything you would really like to see happen 
there. 

 
Liz Morey    

Neighbourhoods  
Co-ordinator  

Tel: 01257 515812  
liz.morey@chorley.gov.uk  

 
Alternatively, please contact: 

 
Natalie Holt   
Community Development Officer   
Tel: 01257 515278 
natalie.hot@chorley.gov.uk  

 
 

 
 

Health News Flash 
 

The Central Lancashire Primary Care 
Trust (PCT) has a new name – 

 

NHS Central Lancashire  
 
As a one off they have kindly provided 
enough copies of their current 
Community Engagement  Newsletter for 
us to distribute alongside our own. 
 
It’s worth a good read because it 
provides an up to the minute  account of 
current local developments in  Health 
Care It also explains how you can get 
involved with NHS Central Lancashire as 
a volunteer and have your say on health 
related matters. 
 
You will find all the necessary contact 
details inside the Newsletter. 

 

It’s your NHS –  get 
involved and help make 

it even better!   

VISIT OUR WEBSITE www.ulneswaltonpc.co.uk     

 

 
 
 
 
During the course of the year, the 
Parish Council receives numerous complaints 
from residents, pedestrians, horse riders and 
drivers about overhanging hedges and trees.  
The main problems arising are being forced near 
or into the road, being stung or scratched and 
having to duck to avoid branches.   
 
It is imperative that all road and footpath users 
should be safe at all times - particularly the 
elderly, disabled and parents with young children.  
With this in mind, we are asking all residents in 
the parish of Ulnes Walton who have land, 
whether it is a garden, a field or industrial land, 
owned or rented, adjoining the footpath or 
highway to check their hedges are not 
overhanging the public highway or footpath.   
 
In the main, residents, land owners and 
businesses do attend willingly to overhanging 
trees and hedges, but there is a minority who do 
not. 
 
Under legislation introduced in 2005, local 
authorities now have powers to deal with 
complaints about high hedges.  If circumstances 
justify it, the local authority will issue a formal 
notice to the hedge owner which will set out what 
they must do to the hedge to remedy the problem 
and when by.  Failure to carry out the works 
required by the authority is an offence, which, on 
prosecution, could lead to a fine of up to £1000. 
Further Information in this regard can be found at 
www.communities.gov.uk 
 
Your assistance in making Ulnes Walton a safe 
and tidy place to live is appreciated. 


