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Message from the  
Chairman …... 

 
Dear Neighbour, 
 
I’ve found myself thrust to the Chairman 
position wondering what have I let myself in 
for.  I expect there will be meetings to attend 
and arguments to negotiate.  These have to 
happen around my family life and a full time 
career.  I ask myself if it’s worthwhile being 
so busy.  I am a Councillor because I want to 
improve my neighbourhood. The Parish 
Council has made me realise my 
neighbourhood does not stop at the house 
next door; it extends beyond Wymott to each 
end of Ulnes Walton and beyond.  I care 
about my neighbourhood and the people 
within it, not as much as some, but perhaps 
more than others.  I believe there have been 
improvements and other people have 
already benefited, yet more needs to be 
done. 
 
Do you care?  Do you look out after your 
neighbours?  I am sure many of you are 
good neighbours.   
 
Being neighbourly is what I believe a Parish 
Councillor is about and as a group, the 
Parish Council should endeavour to do its 
best for the neighbourhood.  Sometimes, the 
best is not good enough and negative 
comments are aired; sometimes a “thank 
you” note makes everything worthwhile.   
 
The accompanying Parish Plan is a 
reflection of the responses received from a 
recently distributed questionnaire.  It should 
provide the basis for the Parish Council 
activities for the forthcoming years.  A 
sincere “thank you ” to everyone who 
returned a completed questionnaire, your 
views should make a difference to our 
neighbourhood.  A lot of time and effort went 
into compiling and creating the Updated 
Plan, so that gratitude is extended to those 
volunteers of the Parish Plan Review Group. 
 
One of the benefits of the funds obtained to 
update the Parish Plan is the Gala Day on 
Sunday, 31 August at The Old School.  Bring 
along your family, bring along a neighbour!  
Enjoy! 
 
Lastly, if you have an opinion about our 
neighbourhood, how it can be improved, if 
enough is or isn’t being done, then please let 
the Parish Council know.  You can write, 
telephone and email your comments to the 
Council or attend a Residents’ Surgery held 
at the beginning of every Council meeting. 

   
Cllr David Williams 

Chairman 

Photograph with kind permission from  
Lancashire County Council 

 
 
 
 
 
 

For further details or to  
book a stall ring  

01772 600232 or 01772 452782 
 

Gala funded by Community Futures as 
part of the  

Parish Plan Review Project 
 

Swing Boards / Eccleston 
Brass Band / Morris 

Dancers / Hurdy Girdy 
Man / Gymnastic Display / 
Side Stalls / Craft Stalls / 

Painting Displays / 
Refreshments ….. 

 
 
 

 

The Parish Council held its Annual 
General Meeting on 12 May 2008 and 
elected Councillor David Williams to the 
office of Chairman for the year 2008/09.  
Councillor Dorothy Todd was duly elected 
as Vice Chairman for the year 2008/09 at 
the Parish Council Meeting held on 9 
June 2008. 
 
 

 
Are you getting everything you want from 

your parish council website?    
If not, why not email the Clerk with your 
ideas and suggestions.  How about a photo 
gallery or a village diary where you could 
quickly see what events and activities are 
taking place in the village, with links to local 
community groups.  Your views and ideas 
are important to the parish council.   If you 
represent a local group and wish to 
promote your events on the web site, 
please email the clerk with your 
information.   



 

 

Ulnes Walton Women’s 
Institute 

Ulnes Walton WI meets the third 
Wednesday of the month at 7.30pm at 
the Old School, Ulnes Walton Lane.   
 

We enjoy many interesting speakers and 
activities throughout the year.  If you are  
interested in joining the Ulnes Walton WI please 
contact either Jean on 01257 451645 or Dorothy 
on 01772 601264.  
 
New members are always welcome 
and we look forward to meeting 
new friends in 2008.  

 
 

 
 

 
These last three months has been quiet from a news 
point of view. We are still waiting for work to 
commence on the improvements to Leyland Lane, 
although it is still on schedule for later this year. The 
addition and approval of double yellow lines at the 
eastern end of the lane should not delay the main 
work. 
 
We are still waiting for information on Quiet Lane 
status for Holker Lane and the reduction of the 
speed limit on Southport Road . These two are 
possibles rather than probables at this stage. 
 
We are pleased to report that the Parish Council’s 
pursuit for Horse Signs on Ulnes Walton Lane has at 
last paid off and you may have noticed the new signs 
going up over the last week.  This will undoubtedly 
improve the road safety for all users.  
 
We are still trying to maintain an accident log for 
Ulnes Walton, especially for non-injury accidents so 
if you see or hear of any bump or damaged hedge 
please report it to anyone on the Parish Council or if 
you are on e-mail the Clerk who could be the easiest 
person to inform (contact details on front page). 
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'Neighbourliness' 
makes all the 

difference 
����

Being a good neighbour means being a 
considerate neighbour. It makes sense to 
be considerate to your neighbour as with 
their help you can significantly reduce your 
risk from crime and disorder. 
 
The neighbourhood watch movement aims 
to encourage people to think about their 
neighbours and realise the benefits of 
offering a helping hand from time to time. 
This could be trimming your neighbour's 
side of the hedge at the same time you are 
cutting yours, asking your neighbour over 
for a cup of coffee, or offering to keep an 
eye on your neighbour's house while they 
are on holiday. 
 
If you make the effort to get on with your 
neighbours, then you are not only gaining 
good friends, but potentially their valuable 
help in keeping an eye out for you and your 
property 
 
Top neighbourly tips: 

�� Ask your neighbours to keep an eye 
on your home if you are going away, 
and offer to do the same for them. 

�� If you trust your neighbour, give them 
a key while you are on holiday so that 
they can come in and draw the 
curtains for you, collect the post and 
perhaps even turn the lights on and 
off. This will make your house look 
lived in and make it less of a target for 
burglars - you can do the same for 
your neighbours when they are away. 

�� Ask your neighbour to push your post 
through the letterbox while you are 
away. 

�� Arrange for someone from your local 
police station to give a talk to elderly 
residents. 

�� Use your security equipment (CCTV, 
burglar and car alarms, security 
lighting, etc.) responsibly so you do not 
disturb or infringe upon your 
neighbour. 

�� Keep an eye out for your elderly 
neighbours who are most at risk from 
bogus callers. 

�� Make an effort to get to know your 
neighbours - starting a neighbourhood 
watch scheme is a good way of doing 
this. 

�� If you see someone acting 
suspiciously in your neighbourhood, 
contact the police. 

 
If you witness a crime or know any 
information that might help the police, then 
call Crimestoppers confidentially on 0800 
555 111. 
 
If you are interested in creating a 
Neighbourhood Watch Scheme in your part 
of the village or re-establish an existing 
Scheme, contact the Clerk (contact details 
on front page) who will be able to provide 
you with the necessary contact names and 
numbers. 

The review of the 2004 Parish Plan is now 
complete and you should all have a copy of the 
new document. The Review Group have 
attempted to provide useful information to our 
parishioners to enable them to interact within 
the village, where possible, and, therefore, 
bring a closer sense of community. 
 
The Gala Day on Sunday 31st August is an 
excellent example of this and we hope that the 
weather will be kind to us and make it a day 
which we will all remember and wish to repeat. 
Remember any profit made from this day will 
go into a fund for future community get-
togethers and not to any one organisation. 
 
The Parish Plan review grant also provided us 
with funds to improve facilities at the Old 
School by installing a telephone line and 
Broadband so that we can run computer 
training classes for our more senior residents 
for free. This will be an excellent chance for 
those a little frightened and wary of technology 
to start from a level of no experience and 
proceed to internet awareness and e-mailing 
within a few months. Further details of this will 
be advertised within a few weeks although, as 
the courses are limited to 10 pupils, we have 
quite a few interested even now. 
 
The grant also provided new items of 
technology to help any courses run at the Old 
School should they so desire. Further on this 
later. 
 
We are very pleased that this review of the old 
Parish Plan has produced benefits for the 
community far beyond just a book to read and 
it is hoped that you will all join in when and 
where you are able and bring our communities 
together as one Village. 
 

Brendon Pickthall 
Chairman of Parish Plan Review Group 

 

The Elderberrys 
We have just completed 6 sessions about using 
Digital Cameras, then linking the results to the 

computer and setting up a tidy system of folders 
making future reference simple.  The course 

was arranged through Lancashire College and 
was enjoyed by all who were able to attend.  

This may well be repeated by a more in-depth 
course next year. 

 
A nutritionist came to talk to us about eating 

healthily and demonstrated how to prepare it.  
She tried to relate the use of food in season to 
saving money.  She will be returning to do a 

similar exercise using winter foods. 
 

The AGM will be on 2nd September 2008 
…………………………………... 

Before then we hope to have joined with other 
groups on  

 
SUNDAY 31st AUGUST 2008 

In creating a very enjoyable 
ULNES WALTON GALA DAY  

at the OLD SCHOOL 
This event is open to everyone and we hope to 

see all of you on this day, whatever the weather! 
…………………………………... 

 
We are An Age Concern Outreach group for 

the over 55’s and very sociable. 
We meet At the Old School, Ulnes Walton 

Lane, Ulnes Walton. 
When 1st and 3rd TUESDAY each month —

1.00 pm to 3.30 pm. 
 
Visitors are always welcome to see what we 

do and how we work . 
 

Contact numbers for further information are  
Tel: 01772 431986 or 457428 



 

 

 
 
 
 
During the course of the year, the Parish Council 
receives numerous complaints from residents, 
pedestrians, horse riders and drivers about overhanging 
hedges and trees.  The main problems arising are; being 
forced near or into the road, being stung or scratched 
and having to duck to avoid branches.  All these 
problems are made worse for people who have poor 
eyesight. 
 
It is imperative that all road and footpath users should be 
safe at all times - particularly the elderly, disabled and 
parents with young children.  With this in mind, we are 
asking all residents who have land, whether it is a 
garden, a field or industrial land, owned or rented, 
adjoins the footpath or highway to check their hedges 
are not overhanging the highway or footpath.  Please 
can you: - 
 
Cut back any trees or hedges to the edge of your land, 
making sure that if there is a footpath, any trees are at 
least 2.7 metres above the surface and hedges are 
prevented from becoming thick and taking up pavement 
width. 
 
Cut back trees or hedges that overhang the road to 
ensure road signs are not obscured or the visibility from 
vehicles is not impaired.  
 
Check regularly - particularly in the growing season - as 
some plants grow very quickly.  Also trees, which are 
well clear of the footpath in winter, hang much lower in 
the summer when they grow leaves. 
 
The Parish Council thanks all residents for their 
assistance in this matter.  
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We also ran our annual fund raising Pleasure Ride in 
March, fortunately in between bouts of atrocious 
weather!! We had an exceptional turnout this year 
with many local and also not so local riders taking 
part. As usual it was enjoyed by all concerned, as 
supporters rode around bridle paths and other paths 
and tracks within Moss Side, Ulnes Walton, 
Bretherton and Croston in full sunshine, all by kind 
permission of several landowners of course. This is 
always really appreciated by everyone, as it not only 
allows us to enjoy our local environment, but also 
provides the opportunity to raise funds for our 
ongoing bridleways work. 
 
On this front, following a successful trial usage period 
last year, we gained full approval from the SRBC 
Area Committee to have full usage, on an annual 
basis, over some of the footpaths around Moss Side, 
Paradise Park and Hockings Wood. This really does 
improve road safety for all users, not just horses, as it 
allows us to get off the fairly busy roads around Slater 
and Dunkirk Lanes. We have contacted all of the 
livery yards and horse riders who we are aware of in 
the area, to advise them that these paths are now 
open to horses, and to encourage their considerate 
use of the paths. I think that most local residents are 
now used to the sight of horses passing by and from 
much of the feedback it would seem to have been a 
successful decision. Indeed many walkers stop for a 
chat, or to admire and stroke the horses, and also 
comment how nice it is to see horses using the paths.  
 
Unfortunately however, the trial use of Nixon Lane 
Woods was not approved. Many residents of Ulnes 
Walton  will be aware of the local consultation 
regarding the use by horses of Nixon Lane Woods. 
Although horses have been using the path with 
permission for quite some time, this use was 
suspended whilst an objection from some users and 
residents was investigated, finally resulting in a full 
Public Consultation taking place.  
 
UWBA would like to stress that some of the 
information circulated was not quite accurate as to 
the proposed of the use of the path. There were 
initially  never any plans to remove mature trees, 
widen the path nor destroy any part of the woodland 
environment, merely to improve access and road 
safety for many more types of users, whilst hopefully 
reducing the likelihood of some of the more anti-
social behaviours which sometimes  take place 
there.. Despite the fact that the Official Public 
Consultation outcome showed overwhelming support 
at 64% in favour, of horses using the track, the 
proposal was turned down! However, South Ribble 
Borough Council have promised , that in conjunction 
with Lancashire County Council, they will provide an 
alternative scheme to improve road safety for horse 
riders in that region , possibly by widening the grass 
verge  there – so we await development on that front! 
 
On this topic UWBA would like to thank everyone who 
took part in the consultation process, either by writing 
letters to SRBC or by attending the Area Committee 
Meeting in July to show your support for local 
equestrians. When we think that the main, and 
probably only reason this route was suggested as a 
multi-user track, was to improve road safety FOR ALL 
USERS on a  very dangerous stretch of Ulnes Walton 
Lane, it is quite sad that it hasn’t been allowed and 
we hope that road safety isn’t compromised whilst 
alternative plans are sorted out. 
 
On a much more positive front, the “Beware Horses” 
road signs which have been planned  for  the last 
couple of years, have actually been installed by LCC 
Highways on Ulnes Walton Lane  this very week, so 
things are looking quite encouraging  there. 
 
Similarly, the development of the circular routes 
around the prison and the old Landfill Site is looking 
very promising. Many of you will have noticed that 
part of this has already taken place as the new path 
around the back of the prison has been opened up. It 
really is a wonderful, safe new route for everyone, i.e. 
walkers, equestrians and cyclists, as not only is it 
getting users off the busy roads but it takes you 
through some very pretty scenery through the woods 
as well. 

Still on the road safety front, we have also been 
developing some training links, and further 
encouraging the use of more fluorescent bibs and 
jackets whilst riding out and about in the locality; this 
is particularly important in our growing number of 
younger riders. Hopefully, we are all more visible to 
other road users now!! If anyone does need advice or 
would even like to purchase (at subsidised rates) one 
of our fluorescent garments then please don’t 
hesitate to contact one of UWBA committee. 
 
Finally I would like to thank all our members, 
supporters and sponsors for their aid and 
encouragement and hope they are able to continue 
with this support in the future. We feel we are working 
to achieve a safe environment for all, but one which 
allows us to enjoy our local environment as well, and 
it is important we all work together showing 
consideration for all members of the community. If 
anyone has any queries about the work of UWBA, or 
would like to offer any assistance etc, then please do 
not hesitate to contact myself or one of the 
committee. 
 

Sue Taylor-Green, Chairperson 
Ulnes Walton Bridleways Association 

Tel: 01772 436043 

Ulnes Walton 
Bridleways 
Association 

  
At last the weather seems to be improving – it always 
helps doesn’t it, and certainly from a riding point of 
view as not only is it much more pleasant riding in the 
sunshine, but the going underfoot is firmer than the 
quagmire we have been used to this year. Let’s hope 
that it continues to improve and that we can get out 
and about on the tracks and paths a bit more. 
 
Weather aside, the Bridleways Association has had a 
very busy few months, in terms of membership, 
achievements, fundraising and publicity .We staged 
several small but successful events and competitions 
during the winter months, including the Christmas 
Horse Party and Fun Day at Paul’s Farm, which was 
well supported and enjoyed by local riders (and 
horses of course) complete with tinsel and fancy hats.  

Wymott Art Group 
 

EVERY WEDNESDAY 

WYMOTT SOCIAL CLUB 

10.00am TO 1.00pm 

£2.00 per session 
(including coffee/biscuits) 

 
Membership is open to any adult wishing to 

pursue their own art or craft in a social 
atmosphere with support from other members. 

 
During the holiday periods, some members do 

bring their children/grandchildren.  This is on the 
understanding that they are responsible for the 

children’s behaviour and may be asked to leave if 
they disturb other members. 

 
Crafts we have tried or are ongoing include: - 

 
Decorated Eggs ~ Parchment Craft 

Silk Painting ~ Glass Painting 
Barge Painting ~ Card Making 

Calligraphy and Pen and Ink Drawing 
 

We invite YOU to come as our guest any 
Wednesday morning to see what we do. 

 
Contact numbers for further information are  

Tel: 01772 431986 or 457428 

Ulnes Walton  
Charitable Fund 
 
If you would like information about the Old 
School, hire arrangements and availability, or the 
Ulnes Walton Charitable Fund which manages it, 
please contact: 
 

John McKie, Secretary/Treasurer 
Ulnes Walton Charitable Fund 

11 The Stables, Rufford New Hall 
Rufford, Park Lane, Rufford, L40 1XE 

Tel: 01704 821350 
 
All the projects associated with the Old School have the 
full support of the Parish Council and we are grateful to 
the Trustees for their efforts on behalf of this essential 
village asset. 
 

Ulnes Walton Charitable Fund 
Registered Charity No. 225833 
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We have again had a very 
quiet period with regards to 
crime, however during this 

time last year we had a slight increase in 
opportunist burglaries, because doors 
and windows were left open. Please be 
vig i lant  around your  own and 
neighbouring properties and report any 
suspicious activity to Lancashire Police 
on the 0845 number shown below. 
 
There has been an increase of theft of 
fuel and scrap metal in the area and we 
ask that you report any suspicious 
activity to the police.  
 
There has also been an increase in 
children playing in, on and near to the 
bunkers off Pump House Lane and also 
in the fields where there are Cows and 
Bulls. I do not have to remind you how 
dangerous this activity is and encourage 
you to ensure your children do not play 
in this area during the summer holidays.  
 
Damage has also been caused to the 
black bails also situated in these fields, 
To date the damage is valued at £200- If 
you have information as to who is 
responsible, please do not hesitate to 
contact us or leave information on the 
Crimestoppers number shown below. 
 
We have been working with Energy 
watch, which is a scheme that 
encourages the elderly and vulnerable to 
use a password system when visited by 
members of utility companies. If you 
require more information on the scheme 
or know of someone in the village who 
may benefit, please contact us on the 
below numbers 
 
If you have any queries with regards to 
this article or any problems please do 
not hesitate to contact us on the 
following numbers:  
 

Croston Police Office  
01772 600239 or 0845 1 253545 

 
caroline.plummer@lancashire.pnn.police.uk 
maria.fetherstone@lancashire.pnn.police.uk   

 
CBM Caroline Plummer 

PCSO Maria Fetherstone 
Lostock Ward  

 
 
 
 
 

NEIGHBOURHOOD WORKING IN  
ULNES WALTON: 

 
In late 2006, Chorley Council’s Environment 
& Community Overview and Scrutiny Panel 
led an inquiry into Neighbourhood Working - 
Council Members, staff, Parish Councils, 
voluntary, community and faith sector 
organisations, members of the public and 
partner organisations took part in a number 
of Scrutiny Inquiry hearings and a public 
drop-in event during Spring 2007, where 
they were able to contribute their views on 
future neighbourhood working in Chorley.  

In February 2008, Chorley Council’s 
Executive Cabinet approved a set of 
proposals based on the inquiry’s findings. 
Over the last 6 months, Chorley Council has: 
 
Appo in ted  a  new D i rec to r  o f 
Neighbourhoods, a Neighbourhoods Co-
ordinator, an additional Community 
Development Officer and two additional 
neighbourhood Officers, and allocated funds 
to support neighbourhood working. 
 
Rather than targeting a small number of 
specific “neighbourhoods”, we are including 
all parts of the Borough in our commitment 
to finding new and more effective ways to 
address local issues, in partnership. We 
have identified 7 Neighbourhood Areas that 
reflect the rural/urban mix that characterises 
Chorley.  
 
Ulnes Walton sits within the Western 
Parishes Neighbourhood, along with 
Bretherton, Eccleston, Croston and 
Mawdesley.   
 
We realise that it is important to remember 
that all 7 Neighbourhood Areas are actually 
each other’s “neighbours”, and expect to 
work across several Neighbourhoods at 
times, if that is the best way forward. 
 
Our first tasks, between now and November, 
are to draft a profile of each Neighbourhood 
Area, and to consult residents and 
organisations about local priorities – double 
checking that we are on the right tracks. 
 
By early in 2009, we plan to set up 7 
Neighbourhood Teams that will each reflect 
the distinct areas that they will serve, and to 
develop an action plan covering priorities in 
each Neighbourhood based, on findings in 
that area. The action plans will come into 
effect from April 2009. 
 
While neighbourhood working is bound to be 
about problem solving, we also encourage 
local communities to see it as an opportunity 
to try and achieve some of your dreams for 
your area! This could be to develop existing 
community facilities as central “hubs” (sorry 
about the jargon!) within the neighbourhood, 
or to use or form partnerships to bid for 
external funding for new facilities. 
 

Neighbourhood working is going to be 
about managing change, relationships 
between services, agencies, and local 
communities, focusing and tailoring 
service delivery to local priorities and 
making one team or partnership 
responsible for the process. 
 
But – it is going to depend on genuine 
participation from local residents and 
organisations, and commitment from local 
service providers, to working in 
partnership, at local level. The Council, 
County Council, Police, Primary Care 
Trust and other organisations are keen to 
work together in your neighbourhood. 
 
What we want to see most of all is 
positive action. 
 
If you are interested in getting involved in 
neighbourhood working in Ulnes Walton, 
please let us know! 

 
Liz Morey    
Neighbourhoods  
Co-ordinator  
Tel: 01257 515812  
liz.morey@chorley.gov.uk 

 
 

 
Get up and Go This 

Summer With 
 

Youngsters in the Chorley Borough will 
be kept busy over the school holidays 
with an exciting summer of activities.  
As the school term draws to a close, 
Chorley Council's get up and go team 
are gearing up for their biggest holiday 
programme ever. Whether its football 
and cricket or music and drama there 
is something for every interest and 
ability. 
 
This year is bigger and better than 
ever – with hundreds of free places on 
lots of different activities. So whatever 
you're interested in – there's 
something to suit you.  
 
Enjoy an action packed fun filled 
summer and learn new interests to 
keep you active and healthy all year 
round. 
 
Visit Chorley Council’s website 
www.chorley.gov.uk or phone 01257 
515151 for more details.  
 

 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE www.ulneswaltonpc.co.uk     

It should be noted the Parish Council does not 
endorse or recommend any of the advertisers 
contained in this publication. 


