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It’s hard to believe that so much time has 
passed since our last major Newsletter. It is a 
time during which a number of events have 
taken place which have real significance for life 
in the Parish  
   
In May we had the regular elections which take 
place every four years to select Parish Council-
lors. There were six vacancies but only four 
residents were nominated and they were in due 
course declared elected. This leaves the Council 
with two vacant seats. 
 
At its first meeting after the election, the newly 
elected Council was unanimously of the opin-
ion that the business of the Council could not 
be effectively undertaken without a full com-
plement of six councillors. The first option 
available to us and the course of action we de-
cided upon was to attempt to fill our vacancies 
by the co-option of two additional members. 
Following local advertising no fewer than five 
residents offered themselves for co-option. For 
the reasons detailed in the separate statement 
included in this Newsletter, we were unable to 
proceed with co-option and have instead agreed 
to call a by-election to fill the vacant seats as 
soon as possible. 
 
Let’s get down to serious business. Elections 
are a serious business.  
 
It is easy to underestimate the role of the Parish 
Council in local life. We have limited powers 
but, given our record over the past five years 
we have been remarkably successful in attract-
ing projects and funding to the Parish. These 
projects have enriched the social life and the 
quality of environment of the village. These are 
opportunities that, without an active Parish 
Council, would have gone elsewhere. Here are 
some examples: 
· Provision of bus shelters on Southport Road 

and the Wymott Estate 
· Provision of cycle racks at the Old School 

and the Wymott and Garth Club 
· Funding to prepare a Parish Plan and more 

recently to carry out a review. The Parish 
Plan enabled the setting up of Action for 
Ulnes Walton and the many projects the 
group has successfully undertaken.  

· The design and printing of a Road Safety 
leaflet 

· Provision of equipment including a portable 
loop system for the Old School and new 
notice boards 

 
It’s not just about projects and money though. 
We also believe that we are in a very real sense 
regarded as a partner by the County and the 
Borough Councils as they seek to increase local 
involvement in decision making. Make no mis-
take, government in Whitehall is serious about 
promoting local involvement.The Borough 
Area Forums and meetings of the Lancashire 
Local are evidence of this and of the willing-
ness of our primary authorities to engage with 
us at a local level. There are so many opportu-
nities for us to influence events and so many 
significant funds to be lost if we fall asleep as a 
community. 
 
Think about it. Could you offer something to 
the Community as a Parish Councillor? Ask 
any of the existing Parish Councillors to ex-
plain what the job involves or check out 
’become a councillor’ at  www.nalc.gov.uk.  
 
Think seriously about offering yourself for 
nomination as a Councillor. After all, it is your 
community! 

County Councillor 
Clive Grunshaw and 
Pauline Coane, Chair of 
Action for Ulnes 
Walton, admire photo-
graphs taken by mem-
bers of the Ulnes 
Walton Wildflower and 
Bee Project. 

The illustrations used in this edition of the Newsl etter are by members of the 
Ulnes Walton ‘Flora and Fauna’ and ‘Wildflower and Bee’ projects. 



 
We are pleased to report that we have had a very successful year 
to date. We managed to run our annual fund raising Pleasure 
Ride on a lovely spring day before the atrocious weather set in. 
The event was well supported by approximately 60 riders, many 
of them local, and as usual it seemed to be enjoyed by everyone. 
It gave us the opportunity to ride around existing bridle paths 
within Ulnes Walton, Bretherton and Croston, and also by kind 
permission of several landowners, including South Ribble Bor-
ough Council, across some land which we don’t usually have 
access to. This really was appreciated by all, and not only al-
lowed us to enjoy our local environment, but also gave us the 
opportunity to raise funds for our ongoing bridleways work. 
 
On this front, we successfully gained approval from the SRBC 
Area Committee to have trial usage over some of the footpaths 
around Moss Side, Paradise Park and Hockings Wood, for a 
period of four months (until October 2007). This really does im-
prove road safety for all users, not just horses, as it allows us to 
get off the fairly busy roads around Slater and Dunkirk Lanes. 
We have contacted all of the livery yards and horse riders who 
we are aware of in the area, to advise them that these paths are 
now open to horses. There are some notices on entry to the park 
areas advising of routes etc, but please can we stress to ALL 
horse users, that this is a TRIAL PERIOD ONLY,  and we need 
to make sure that we do not jeopardise future use, by any irre-
sponsible behaviour . We must STICK TO THE PATHS and be 
courteous to other users, being particularly sure that SPEED is 
kept STRICTLY to walking and trotting. Sadly I have to say that 
there have been some complaints about horse poo!!!!! This 
seems strange when people actually pay for this to put on their 
gardens, however, we need to remind everyone that horse poo is 
not dangerous and does not transmit disease in the same way 
that dog poo does. Members of UWBA committee regularly walk 
the paths to check for poo and remove it; we would like to ask 
that if any other horse users are walking the paths, or have a few 
minutes to spare, would you please help with this. 
 
Hopefully, the trial period will be successful and we will be al-
lowed permanent use of these paths. This would be a real bonus 
forming a full circular, safe off- road route all around the parish, 
linking in with the routes being developed by Ulnes Walton Par-
ish Council, on the prison and Nixon Lane paths etc. 
 
Finally, if anyone has any queries about the work of UWBA, or 
would like to offer any assistance etc, then please do not hesitate 
to contact myself or one of the committee. 
 
Sue Taylor-Green 
Chairperson, Ulnes Walton Bridleways Association 
01772 436043 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE  at www.ulneswaltonpc.co.uk 
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The Council is currently  two members short of 
its full complement of six Councillors The state-
ment  below explains  how we propose to deal 
with this situation. 
 
“The Council, at its meeting on July, 9th, confirmed its unani-
mous view that the business of the Council could not be satis-
factorily progressed over the four year period covered by last 
May's elections with only four members.  
As a result of the advertisement indicating the Council’s inten-
tion to fill the two current vacancies by co-option, five electors 
offered themselves as potential co-optees. 
Because of this level of interest and because members are anx-
ious to avoid  any possibility of conflicts of interest arising or 
appearing to arise in the selection process, the Parish Council, 
having taken advice from the Borough Council, has resolved 
that an election is now the most appropriate way to fill the va-
cancies. 
The procedures for an election to take place will be activated 
as soon as possible.” 
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RESIDENTS in Chorley are being urged to make sure their 
names are included on the electoral register so they don’t miss 
the opportunity to have their say in future elections. 
Chorley Borough Council will soon be carrying out checks to 
make sure the 2008 Electoral Register is up to date. 
From the end of August until October, each household in the 
borough will receive a form specifying who is currently at that 
address as being eligible to vote. 
 
Whether it is a Local Borough, Parish, General or 
European election, residents will not be able to 
vote unless their name is on the electoral register . 

Remember – it is the responsibility of residents to ensure that 
they are registered. Registering for other council services or pay-
ing Council Tax does not automatically register you to vote. 
 
When you receive the form, you are required by law to give the 
information requested. If you fail to complete and return the 
form, it could mean that your name is removed from the register. 
This would remove your right to vote - and in addition, it could 
also affect your ability to obtain credit. Every Local Authority 
register is also used by licensed credit reference agencies to 
check names and addresses of those seeking credit. Therefore If 
you are not on the register it is possible that you could be refused 
credit for things such as mortgages, personal loans, mobile phone 
contracts, HP agreements etc. etc. 
 

Please do not lose your RIGHT TO VOTE . When you receive 
the form check it, make any amendments that are necessary (if 
there are any), sign and date it and then return it to us as soon as 
possible.  

Parish Clerk, Lynne Rowett, moves to new post. 
It’s always difficult to say goodbye to old friends, especially when the 
friend concerned is Lynne Rowett, our Parish Clerk who moves on to a 
new position as School Administrator at the end of August. The Parish 
owes a considerable debt to Lynne. Her boundless energy and enthusi-
asm have won us many advantages as a Parish not least those arising 
from her encyclopaedic knowledge of sources of funding! As Chairman 
I have relied on her understanding of the legal niceties of our work. In 
her time with us, amongst many other achievements, she gained  the 
distinction of receiving the award of ‘Parish Clerk of the Year’ and 
steered  us to becoming the first ’Quality’ Parish in Lancashire. 
Lynne will be really missed in the Parish. We wish her all success in her 
new position . 
Derek Ormerod,   
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Can I start with the introduction of PCSO Jason Percy who will 
be working with me in Croston, Bretherton and Ulnes Walton.  
Speeding through the village remains a problem, I am looking 
into long term solutions, but in the short term, I have been 
trained and now have access to speed enforcement equipment 
which can be used anywhere, day or night, If you are caught 
speeding it’s a £60 fine and 3 points on your licence, 12 points 
on your licence means a disqualification! 
There has been a problem on Holker Lane where youths in cars 
have been stopping in the ‘passing areas’ and appear to be using 
drugs. This has become one of our PACT priorities and we have 
been monitoring the situation for sometime, unfortunately with 
little success. The problem seems to have improved by the barri-
ers which have been placed to prevent vehicles parking, but this 
is not a permanent solution. If you see any vehicles acting suspi-
ciously in this area or throughout Ulnes Walton, please make a 
note of the registration numbers and contact the Police. 

On a last note, as summer is approaching, please can we ensure-
that our children play safely and do not cause annoyance to other 
residents, we live in a community of old and young, and all I ask 
is that we give consideration to others.  
If you have any problems or need help please feel free to contact 
me at Croston Police Office on 600239, on my mobile number 
07958787818 or via e-mail on  
caroline.plummer@lancashire.pnn.police.uk  
(Please do not leave messages on my mobile ’phone as there is a 
fault and I cannot retrieve messages left) 
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The Trustees of the ‘Old School’ are hoping to further refurbish 
the building subject to grant funding. 
 
We have applied to Community Futures for a grant of 40% of the 
costs of the project we have planned . If successful we hope to 
install a new kitchen with cooker and hob, refurbish the toilets 
complete with facilities for the disabled  and provide for new 
access. 
 
New furniture, chairs and folding tables are included in the pro-
ject as well as a complete renewal of the electrical wiring to pro-
vide more sockets throughout the hall. 
 
Watch out for August 7th. It’s the date when we will know 
whether our application has been successful. 
 
If we succeed in our application, we expect to begin the work in 
September. The improvements we have already made have led to 
a significant increase in the use of the building. We expect the 
new facilities will result in even more use of the building. 
 
If you want any more information about the ‘Old School’, or the 
Ulnes Walton Charitable Fund which manages it, please contact: 
 
  John Mckie 
  Secretary/Treasurer 
  11 The Stables 
  Rufford New Hall 
  Rufford Park Lane 
  Rufford 
  L40 1XE 
 
All the projects associated with the Old School have 
the full support of the Parish Council and we are 
grateful to the Trustees for their efforts on behalf of 
this essential village asset 
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WANT to tell the Police about your 
local concerns ? 
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Friday 31st. August, Surgery 

Croston Police Office, 6.00-7.00 pm 
 

Monday 3rd. September, PACT meeting 
Bretherton School, 7.30-8.00 pm 

 
Thursday 27th. September, Surgery 
Croston Police Office, 6.00-7.00 pm 

THE OLD SCHOOL 
Booking arrangements 
 Whilst the Parish Council uses the building on a 
regular basis it is not responsible for taking book-
ings for private hire. Further details about the hire 
charge and availability can be obtained from the 
booking secretary John McKie on 01704 821350 
or from John Hy Mayor’s on 01257 451303  
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You should all have received your Parish Plan Review ques-
tionnaires by now. Please fill them in and return them, it costs 
nothing with the return stamped addressed envelope. Your 
Parish Council needs to know what residents want to see in 
their village if they are to improve their amenities and sense of 
community – something our widespread population misses out 
on compared to some of the more compact villages. 
You will also have seen the flyer for the Community Health 
Day on the 28th of October. This is an effort by your Parish 
Council to help to pull the village together as well as perform-
ing a very useful service. Apart from health professionals, 
there will be lots of useful information and advice on hand – 
and best of all it is all free. There will be more information 
nearer the day but make sure you mark it on your calendar 
now! 
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The Wildflower and Bee Project and the 
Flora and Fauna Project have both been 
brought to a successful conclusion.  Cal-
endars, notelets and books associated with 
the projects are still available (further 

details on the website) or ask any Committee member or the Parish 
Council Clerk. 
Funding has been secured for three new projects.  Firstly an Introduc-
tion to Fly Fishing – spend a day with experts learning the art of fly 
fishing. 
A new hedgerow and trees will be planted at the Old School together 
with a bench created at a willow weaving workshop. All this with as-
sistance from funding through the Springwatch (Bill Oddy and co!) 
Breathing Spaces programme. 
And finally a Pond Project – the group is going to make a record of all 
the ponds in the village, big and small, those in the fields 
and gardens and we will be asking for residents and land-
owners help with this project.  Support for this project is 
being given by Natural England.  Further details to follow. 
If you would like to get involved with any of these pro-
jects, please contact  Pauline Coan (Chairman) on 01772 
452782 or any committee member 

Report from the Ulnes Walton 
Road Safety Group  
����������
��������
���
��������
	�
�

���� �����
�!"##$�%!!$&$�
�
What no Lay-by?  
Take extra care if you intend using Holker Lane for the next 
few weeks. As a result of anti-social behaviour by gatherings of 
young people in cars, residents took decisive action and closed 
off two lay-bys with steel girders. With the assistance of the 
police, the Ulnes Walton Road Safety Group and the Parish 
Council, Lancashire Highways Dept. agreed that, in view of the 
circumstances, the barriers could remain for a reasonable pe-
riod. A victory for people power as well as common sense.  
The added bonus to residents of Holker Lane is the reduction in 
overall traffic which may eventually become permanent if the 
Road Safety Group continues to explore the possibility of mak-
ing this pretty road a Quiet Lane. 

Ulnes Walton Women’s 
Institute 

Welcomes New Members 
Meetings Held at 

The Old School, Ulnes Walton Lane 
3rd. Wednesday of the Month 

7.30pm 
For further information ~  

Please contact 
Jean 01257 451645 

Dorothy 01772 601264 
 

The Parish Council  meets in the Old School, Ulnes 
Walton Lane, usually on the second Monday each month. 
The Agenda is on our web-site, www.ulneswaltonpc.co.uk 

  Parish Councillors:  Eileen Doran.    01257 452516 
   Derek Ormerod 01257 451516 
   Dorothy Todd    01772 601264 
   David Williams  01772 623117 

 

NOTICE of VACANCY 
PARISH CLERK 
Ulnes Walton Parish Council Clerk (part-time) 
Ulnes Walton Parish Council is seeking to recruit a successor to their Clerk, who 
moves to a new post  on September 1st 2007. The post is home-based and part-time, 
currently six hours per week.  
An ideal candidate would have experience as a Parish Clerk or in local government. 
In addition, candidates must be able to demonstrate competence in minute-taking, 
book-keeping, internet and general computer skills.and be willing to provide advice 
to Councillors and electors. Candidates must have good communication skills and if 
not already qualified, be agreeable, with the Council’s support, to work towards an 
appropriate qualification which is an essential component of the Council’s Quality 
status.  
Salary according to National Agreement for Local Government Employees, scale 
point based on relevant experience. Applications in writing, (no forms) should in-
clude a CV, and quote the names and addresses of two referees who know you in a 
work capacity.  
For further information or to make an application please write to Cllr. Derek Or-
merod, Chair, Ulnes Walton Parish Council, 134 Southport Road, Leyland, PR26 
8LN or check the Council website www.ulneswaltonpc.co.uk 
This is an opportunity to get involved in shaping the future of a small but lively 
community at an exciting time in the development of local democracy 
Applications should be received by August,13th and interviews will take place dur-
ing the week beginning August 20th   or as soon as possible thereafter. 
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invite you to join in their 
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to take place at the 
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Ulnes Walton on Friday 17th August @ 8-30 pm 

 
Fabulous prizes include: 

· A trailer 

· A barbecue 

· A fire-pit 

· A DVD Recorder/player 

· Watches 

· Meals for 4 at the Rose and Crown and the Blue Elep hant 

· Tickets for a Premiership match at Manchester City FC  

· Lots of other vouchers for meals and beauty product s etc. 
 
TICKETS £1.00 or books for £5.00 from the Rose and Crown or members of the Committee 
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The committee would like to express their sincere gratitude to all who have contributed to the 
organisation of this event and in particular our thanks to the management and staff at the Rose 
and Crown. 
 
Committee:  
Alan and Pat Robinson, Margaret Gill, Sue and Paul  
Warburton, Cyril Stringfellow 


