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Spring - at last! 
March in Ulnes Walton, as in most of the country, c ame in like a lion but unfortu-
nately failed to go out like a lamb! Only now as th e end of April approaches are we 
seeing the true signs of Spring. 

However, it’s an ill wind etc. The cold Spring fort unately allowed the vast tree plant-
ing scheme at Wymott to be completed well in advanc e of the growing season. 

If you haven’t had a look at the Wymott planting ta ke the time to check it out. As a 
Parish Council we see it as yet more evidence of th e benefits that collaboration with 
the Home Office, their contractors  and staff of th e prisons can bring to our commu-
nity. There are more exciting joint projects in the  pipeline—watch this space! 

Parish Councillors recently had a meeting in the Ol d School with Donna Hall, new 
Chief Executive of Chorley Borough Council and some  of her senior colleagues. We 

told her about our ambitions for Ulnes Walton  incl uding the many projects being under-
taken by the Council and by Action for Ulnes Walton . You can read about these else-

where in the News-letter. We were pleased at the ve ry positive reaction our plans received and we look  for-
ward to developing a very real partnership with Cho rley Borough to our mutual benefit. 

On the theme of collaboration we are well pleased w ith the results of the initial joint meetings which  we ar-
ranged with Bretherton and Croston Parish Councils.  We have much in common - not least our traffic pro b-
lems, and we have agreed to push for an increased p riority for the Penwortham South By-pass in the Lan ca-
shire County Council road building programme. We we re pleased to hear our local MP, Lindsay Hoyle, spe ak 
in support of the by-pass at the recent Local Area Forum meeting in Croston. 

Central government has been increasingly emphasisin g the importance of local consultation when decisio ns 
are made which affect local communities and the rol e of Parish and Town Councils is seen to be an impo r-
tant component in this process. This is a good reas on to support your Council in its activities. Come along 
to our meetings, join Action for Ulnes Walton or on e of the Council’s  working groups or maybe conside r 
standing for election to the Council. 

In the past few weeks we have formally commented on  a number of important local issues. We argued 
against a Lancashire wide Primary Care Trust (these  organisations have first responsibility for your h ealth 
care) in favour of a more local trust based on cent ral and west Lancashire.  We also pressed for evide nce 
that the emergency response times  we will receive from the soon to be amalgamated 
Northwest Ambulance services will continue to be mo nitored at a local level. We have 
also responded to early consultations relating to t he new Local Development Framework 
emerging from Chorley Borough. The Local Developmen t Framework does just what it 
says on its label—sets out a blueprint for the futur e of Chorley so it’s very important to 
us. 

People often complain that  they have no real contr ol over the way that government af-
fects their everyday life. By getting involved in d ecision making in your local community, 
you at least have a chance to do something about ma king Ulnes Walton a better place to 
live.     
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Snow in March -off 
Southport Road 



 
 
 
 
 

ULNES WALTON PARISH COUNCIL 
ANNUAL REPORT 2005/2006 

INTRODUCTION 
The past twelve months has been a period of notable achievement for the Parish Council with a number of new initiatives being em-
barked upon and continued success in addressing residents concerns. The report that follows is a brief summary of the main activi-
ties undertaken by the Parish Council during 2005/2006. 
MEMBERSHIP 
There have been no changes during the year, Cllr Derek Ormerod was re-elected as Chairman at the Annual meeting in May. 
TRAFFIC PROBLEMS  
During the year traffic calming measures have been introduced along Southport Road, this followed on from discussions with the 
Traffic and Road Safety Unit; Traffic Police Officers and representatives of the Parish Council, feed back is welcomed on the impact 
these measures have had. 
The County Council has also approved additions to the signage at the junction of Moss Lane with Ulnes Walton Lane and signs to 
warn drivers of the presence of horses/pedestrians along Ulnes Walton Lane. 
A number of accidents have occurred along Leyland Lane and the Parish Council with assistance from residents have requested the 
County Council address this concern. 
ULNES WALTON ROAD SAFETY GROUP  
It was clear from letters; emails and representation at Parish Council meetings that there was definite concern about road safety 
along Ulnes Walton Lane.  Lancashire County Council now operates a policy whereby they no longer deal with items relating to road 
safety on a one off basis, Parish Councils must prioritise areas of concern and put them forward for consideration for inclusion in the 
County Councils Business Plan.  To this end it was decided to try and establish a Working Group to look at the problems and collect 
the required evidence.  Enough residents came forward to volunteer and as a result the Ulnes Walton Road Safety Group has been 
established.  The Group needs to be expanded to cover the whole parish, so if you have concerns please join the group so that posi-
tive action can be taken. 
WYMOTT PARK 
A working Group has been established to explore with Officers from Chorley Borough the possibility of developing the play facilities 
using grant aid.  It is not too late to become involved with this project just contact the Parish Council Clerk; again little can be done 
without the support of the community. 
PARISH COHESION 
It was clear from talking to neighbouring parishes that they have similar problems and goals as Ulnes Walton, such as traffic issues; 
litter etc.  It was felt that presenting a united front may prove beneficial in lobbying for change, to this end and on the initiative of Ul-
nes Walton Parish Council a Parish Cohesion Group has been formed made up of Councillors and Clerks from Ulnes Walton; Bre-
therton and Croston.  The inaugural meeting was hosted by Ulnes Walton and it is clear that there will be some benefit to be gained 
for all concerned. 
PRECEPT 
Through prudent use of balances and as far as possible accessing external grant aid, the Parish Council has managed to maintain a 
very low level of precept for a considerable number of years.  However, rising insurance costs, audit fees and the introduction of new 
initiatives such as working groups and parish cohesion has put pressure on the annual running costs.  The Council needs to retain a 
reasonable amount in balances in case the need arises to meet election costs (the current fee charged by the Borough Council is a 
minimum of £700). 
In order to maintain prudent financial stability, the annual precept has reluctantly been increased by £1000 for 2006/07 to £4000 in 
total.  For a Band D property this only equates to an ANNUAL increase of £3.70 which amounts to 7 pence per week.The Ulnes 
Walton precept remains one of the lowest amongst the Chorley Parishes and in the view of the Council represents extremely good 
value for money.  Wherever possible other sources of funding are sought and it is worthwhile nothing that over the last three years 
£16,500 has been raised as a direct benefit to the Parish.  This does not include other funding that has been obtained through the 
production of the Parish Plan. 
PRISON ISSUES 
Successful dialogue has continued with the Prison Authorities, notable achievements include the planting of screening and the agree-
ment that lorries accessing the building site should use Ridley Lane rather than Ulnes Walton Lane. 
QUALITY PARISH STATUS  
Following attainment of the Quality Parish Status positive benefits have been slow to emerge.  It will take time for Principal Authorities 
(in our case Chorley Borough and Lancashire County Council) to produce Charters which address the details  of the new relationship.  
We intend that this issue will be raised when Parish Councillors meet with the new Chief Executive of Chorley Borough, Donna Hall. 
CHORLEY BOROUGH AREA FORUM  
The Parish Council was invited by Chorley Borough to take part in a pilot scheme for Lostock Ward, the aim of the Area Forums is to 
allow the Borough Council and partner organisations such as the appropriate Parish Councils, Police, Primary Care Trust, and volun-
tary and community groups, to get together with people to discuss any issues that directly affect the community.  The first meeting 
took place on the 23 March 2006 with further meetings planned for July and September. 
PARISH PLAN  
The Parish Plan is proving it worth and has helped in particular Action for Ulnes Walton secure funding for proposals it contained.  
The newly established Road Safety Group will be able to use the document as an aid to lobbying the County Council for the introduc-
tion of road safety measures. There is much work to be done in the Plan and residents support is needed to carry the proposals 
through, please join in the events; activities and working groups and make a real difference.  The Council has it in mind to up-date the 
plan by seeing resident’s views on current issues. 
WEBSITE 
During the year Cllr David Williams has continued to work on developing and expanding our website, the latest information on what’s 
happening with the Council can be obtained at – www.ulneswaltonpc.co.uk.   
OTHER INVOLVEMENT 
Parish Councillors and the Clerk have attended a number of meetings and events during the year including – Lancashire County 
Council Conference;  LAPTC Conference; Parish/Borough Liaison Meetings; Laying of Foundation Stone for the Housing Develop-
ment at Glover Close; Liaison Meetings with the Home Office; workshops on Renewable Energy; Liaison meeting with Lindsay Hoyle 
MP to name but a few.  This demonstrates that we are a small but active Parish Council working for the good of the whole commu-
nity. 
AND FINALLY  
There are lots of people to thank for their help here are just a few – the team of trusty volunteers who assist in delivering the newslet-
ters; Dominic Rigby the LCC Countryside Officer and the committee members of all the community groups and working groups with 
whom we have worked, these people have assisted in helping the Parish Council achieve some of its goals.  



whom we have worked, these people have assisted in helping the Parish Council achieve some of its goals.  

SUMMARY 

The Parish Council has had another successful year with some notable achievements and is looking forward to moving ahead with other 
plans and grant opportunities.  In order for the Council to be successful it needs the support of the public if you have any issues of con-
cern please contact one of the Members, the Clerk or make your views known at a Parish Council meeting as part of the Residents Sur-
gery. 

 
 

 

Contact Details                 Derek Ormerod (Chairman) Dorothy To dd (Vice Chair) 

for Parish Council                134 Southport Road  Great Nelson Farm, Ulnes Walton Lane 
   Tel 01257 451516                 Tel 01772 601264 

 
John Ascroft   Philip Mortimer   Eileen Doran  Davi d Williams 
Bullens Barn   Ernshaws Shire Farm  178 Southport Road 9 Wray Crescent 
Ulnes Walton Lane  Ulnes Walton Lane  Tel 01257 452516 Tel 01772 623117 
Tel 01772 600348  Tel 01772 423902 
         
Lynne Rowett – Clerk  
22 Clifton Ave, Leyland 
Tel 01772 435516 
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The Parish Council has decided this year to alter t he format of the Parish Assembly. Instead of 
having a single speaker some of the community group s from within the Parish will make a 
short presentations describing the ethos of their g roup and outlining the activities undertaken 
over the last twelve months and those planned for t he future.   
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   the WI;  
   the Ulnes Walton Fund Raisers  
   the Ulnes Walton Bridleway Association, 
   Action for Ulnes Walton 
   Trustees of the Old School 
   The Elderberries 
 

'�	�� ���( , Enjoy a Glass of Wine and FIND OUT WHAT HAPPENING I N AND AROUND 
YOUR PARISH  
You never know—you may find you want to join in!  

Keep up-to-date on local events. 
REMEMBER to visit our WEB-SITE  www.ulneswaltonpc.co.uk 



 
 
 

PC Caroline Plummer writes, 
I am a member of the newly formed Neighbourhood Police Team from Coppull. The 
team is lead by PS Alex Clayton, there are 4 PC’S and 2 Police Community Support Offi-
cers. I am still based at Croston and cover Croston, Bretherton and Ulnes Walton.  
I am responsible for setting up a monthly meeting for members of the Community where 
any problems or concerns can be talked about and addressed. Issues arising from the 
meetings will be discussed and 3 priorities will be targeted during the next month. The 
meetings are called PACT (Police And Communities Together) and will be advertised lo-
cally, so please come along and get involved in the policing of your community.  
If you have any problems I can be contacted via the usual Police number 08451253545, 
via my mobile 07958787818, e-mail at caroline.plummer@lancashire.pnn.police.uk or by 
letter at Croston Police Station, Westhead Road, Croston. PR26 9RR. 
PC Caroline Plummer   

THE FUTURE of  
WYMOTT PARK? 
The Parish Council is working with 
Chorley Borough to try and source fund-
ing to improve the play facilities on Wy-
mott Park.  This needs to be a commu-
nity led project and it is not too late to 
get involved, if you would like to join the 
working group please contact the Clerk 
to the Council as soon as possible. 

WITHOUT YOUR HELP THE 
PARISH COUNCIL CANNOT 
ACHIEVE ITS GOAL. 

POLICE  
News 

Interested in getting in-
volved in monitoring 
and improving the work 
of the Health Service 
Why not join one of the ‘Patient 

and Public Involvement Forums? 
These volunteer Forums work with every Health Service 
Trust to monitor their services, provide feedback and sug-
gest improvements. You can get further information on 
Forums in our area by contacting the Forum Support  

 

Exciting New Website Under Development 
for Children & Young People  
 
A NEW website is being developed to pro-
mote the involvement of Children, Young Peo-
ple, Carers and Parents and ensure that they 
have the information that they need to make 
informed lifestyle choices and know what ser-
vices and support is available to them locally. 
A number of consultation events are now be-
ing planned so that potential users of the web-
site can have their say on what would make 
them use this new resource. 
If anyone would like to suggest ideas for the 
new website they should contact Rosie 
Green, Joint Planning Co-ordinator at Chorley 
& South Ribble PCT, Jubilee House, Centu-
rion Way, Lancashire Business Park, Leyland, 
PR26 6TR, 01772 644487, Rose-
mary.Green@chorley-pct.nhs.uk  

 office at:            Central Lancashire PPI Forums 
                         Black Health Agency 
                         Farington Business Park 
                         Golden Hill Lane, Leyland,  PR25 3GG 
                         Tel: 01772 431195 



News from St. James’  C of E Primary School  
The Parish Council welcomes St. James’  headteacher, Mrs. LF Taylor-Bell, to 
her new post. 
 
Congratulations to the school’s  High 5 Netball tea m. which continues on its win-
ning streak.  We keep our fingers crossed for great  things to come. 
 
Get your car valeted at the school on Saturday 6th.  May. Please bring along your 
car and an appetite for bacon butties! 
 
A children's book club week will be running between  Monday 22nd. May and 
Thursday 25th. May .The fair will be held at the en d of each school day. 
 

 A message from 
 
 
                             
 
 
 
 
                                              Extending Garth  
 
Dear Neighbour and Fellow Resident, 
 
On behalf of Interserve Project Services Limited, we write to 
introduce ourselves following the award of a new construc-
tion project at H.M.P. Garth by the Home Office. The project 
is currently in its early stages of commencement on site and 
is due to be completed during Autumn 2007. 
 
Interserve has its own rigid procedures  established to try to 
eliminate any effects to the local environment and communi-
ties surrounding our projects, and we employ professional 
personnel who work actively to control our operations to 
minimise any possible disruption 
 
You may however feel it necessary to raise matters with us 
following concerns or observations you have made, or you 
may want to discuss our operations simply out of interest. 
 
Regardless of the issue, Interserve would be pleased to dis-
cuss any matters that arise during the coming months. Our 
management team will pursue any comments or requests 
you raise and aim to work proactively to the benefit of the 
local environment and its residents. 
 
To further supplement our procedures, the project is also 
registered with the national “Considerate Constructor 
Scheme” endorsed by the Government. This is  to further 
review and audit our operations and conduct for the benefit 
of local residents and the environment. We are also in direct 
discussion with the Parish Council regarding our contract. 
 
Should you therefore wish to discuss any issues, please do 
not hesitate to contact us on our direct site number (01772 
426308) and we will endeavour to assist to your satisfaction. 
 
Kind regards, 
for and on behalf of Interserve Project Services Ltd. 
 
Simon Walton CEng MICE 
Project Manager 
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A resident drew Parish Councillors’ attention to the fact 
that she is able to catch the bus from a stop on Leyland 
Lane near to the junction with Southport Road but there 
was no corresponding drop off point for her return jour-
ney.  Despite having asked several drivers to stop on 
Leyland Lane and having been refused, it was clear that 
something needed to be done to provide a more conven-
ient service.  
 
 The Parish Council contacted the Transportation Section 
at Lancashire County Council; top 
marks to the Officer dealing with 
the case, who within a matter of 
days arranged for the stop to be 
designated as “both directions” 
meaning that buses will also stop 
on the opposite side to set down 
and operators have been informed 
accordingly. 
 
Result—one much happier 
resident! 
 
 

Trees are us 
Trees (and hedges) are a major 
part of the environment that 
makes Ulnes Walton such a pleas-
ant place to live. But trees have a 
deeper significance. They act as 

carbon sinks and help to protect against the dangers of 
global warming. 
We need a volunteer tree warden to help us record our 
trees and hedges and to help us with plans for future tree 
and hedge plantings in the Parish. 
We know that we have some of the most ancient hedges in 
Lancashire. If you want to help us preserve and enhance 
our heritage please contact any member of the Council   
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Following the receipt of letters from concerned residents, the Parish Council have lobbied Lanca-
shire County Council to take action to reduce the number of accidents occurring along Leyland 
Lane.  We have recently been advised that Leyland Lane from Southport Road to Schleswig Way 
is to be included for consideration in the 2006/07 Local Highway Safety Scheme Programme and 
Lancashire County Council will contact the Parish Council again when they have compiled a 
statement of recommendations. 

It is important that residents keep up the pressure with this issue and notify the Parish Council of any acci-
dents that occur on Leyland Lane, photographs will also be of great help. 
 
March and April saw the first meetings of the Ulnes Walton Road Safety Group 
This was formed by residents of Ulnes Walton to address concerns expressed in the Parish Plan questionnaire 
about road safety in the parish.  
The first project concentrates on Ulnes Walton Lane and its aims are to make this road safer for all users in-
cluding pedestrians, cyclists, equestrians, as well as careful motorists.  
The group is representative of all sections of the lane so it can present a comprehensive view of the overall 
problem and monitor any action taken. 
This is not just about targeting speeding motorists but also all those who are selfish, or careless about the 
needs of other users. It is not only motorists who fall into this category! 
The aim of the group is to present a feasible action plan via the Parish Council to either Lancashire County 
Council or Chorley Borough Council, or both, and to encourage them by either reason or pressure to take ac-
tion. 
To make sure we create maximum impact with the appropriate authorities we need help from all residents of 
Ulnes Walton Lane. We need to log all incidents including minor accidents, near misses, and just plain bad 
driving to add to a new database. 
In the meantime we hope to encourage feedback, co-operation and constructive comments from all residents 
to make our Parish a Careful Driver Zone. 
With your active support we can extend the group to cover other roads in the village. Contact Brendon Pick-
thall, details below.  
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Brendon Pickthall                 Lostock Brow Farm    Tel  01772  600232 
Dilys Taylor  Laurel Bank               Tel              455372 
Andrew Todd  Great Nelsons Farm   
Val Bradley  Norris’s Farm   Tel              434189 
Graham Bird  Fieldsway    Tel              601505 
Alan Green  Nursery Cottage  
Olwyn Crook  5 The Oaks 

Last but not Least: 
THE AFUW SPOT 
AFUW? Don’t know what it means? We have means of letting you know!!! 
AFUW is Action for Ulnes Walton, set up as a result of the Parish Plan, to secure a bright future for our vil-
lage. The Viking Warrior symbol lets you know that when we say action, we mean action! 
Double congratulations then to AFUW for their success in securing two grants for the benefit of the Parish.  
Firstly a Green Partnership Award for the provision of a Village Information Point to be located shortly at 
the Rose and Crown, and secondly an Awards for All grant for an exciting new photography project which 
will culminate in the production of a calendar.   
Watch out for further details in the AFUW newsletters; at the Village Information Point and on the Parish 
Council website. 


