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REVIEWING the 
PARISH PLAN 
 
Our Parish Plan was published in May 2004 so it is com-
ing up to its third birthday. We always intended it to be a 
living document, not something to be put on the shelf 
and forgotten, so it seems appropriate to review what we 
have achieved and to think of the future. 
 
OUR ACHIEVEMENTS 
ULNES WALTON – A Quality Parish 
The last three years have seen some notable achieve-
ments. Not least of these was gaining ‘Quality Parish’ 
status in October 2004 – ‘First in Lancashire’. The bene-
fits of quality status have been slow to come but we be-
lieve that we now have lots of evidence of a more ma-
ture and mutually beneficial relationship with our Princi-
pal Authorities, Lancashire County Council and Chorley 
Borough Council which we look forward to building on 
in the future. 

 

SUCCESS for ACTION for ULNES 
WALTON 
One of the major success stories growing out of the par-
ish plan is Action for Ulnes Walton. AFUW is an inde-
pendent body, supported by the Council which has be-
gun to transform village activities, for example by:  
· Setting up an information point at the Rose and 

Crown 
 
· Running courses on photography, fly tying and 

other practical workshops  
 
· The planting of wild flower meadows etc., etc. 
 
AFUW is on course to make a significant difference to 
our Community – do please give it your support when-
ever you can.. 
 
OTHER LANDMARKS  
Other actions arising out of the Parish Plan include: 
· Support for the work on refurbishing the Old School 
– where else could you get Bulgarian language lessons 
in Lancashire?. 
 
· Setting up  a road safety group which is already 
achieving success in resolving some of the traffic prob-
lems of Leyland Lane and Ulnes Walton Lane. 
 
· The development of a substantial plan for the Ulnes 
Walton Trail. 
 

THE ULNES WALTON TRAIL 
The Ulnes Walton Trail is a proposed major develop-
ment to provide a multi-user track for pedestrians, the 
disabled, cyclists and horses. It will link Ulnes Walton, 
Bretherton, Croston and the Moss Side district of Ley-
land. The track is planned to include a bridleway section 
on reclaimed land on the landfill site. We are pleased 
and proud as a Parish Council to have secured the col-
laboration of the Home Office, Lancashire County 
Council, Chorley Borough Council and SITA in devel-
oping this proposal. 
 
We haven’t achieved everything we set out to do. For 
example, in spite of the best efforts of our clerk,  it has 
proved surprisingly difficult to find ourselves a twin 
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Continued overleaf 

Volunteers erecting the Village Information 
Point at the Rose and Crown 



village in Scandinavia. We’re still working on that one.  
 
THE FUTURE  
Now to the future; your Council is considering a proposal to re-
instate the Parish Plan Steering Group with the task of up-dating 
the Plan to take us forward over the next few years. We think 
there are a number of matters which need attention. These in-
clude the provision of low-cost housing for local residents, diver-
sification of the rural economy, green issues relating to wind 
power, care of the elderly, access to medical facilities etc., etc. 
 
Have you any ideas  on issues that need to be considered in a 
revised Plan? Equally important, if we go ahead with the revi-
sion; will you volunteer to form a new Steering Group. 
 

WHY NOT JOIN in the 
preparation of an UPDATED 
PARISH PLAN?   
 
It’s a chance to get involved in the Community, est ab-
lish  new friendships and really make a difference lo-
cally. 
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Continued from page 1 
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Keep an Eye on the 
GREEN BELT 
The Barker Report on Land Use Planning has just been published. 
It’s a hefty document extending to over two hundred pages, but it 
contains a number of proposals which may have implications for 
Ulnes Walton.  
 
Two of these stand out. The first relates to a radical review of 
Green Belt policy; the second to a relaxation of minor restrictions 
on local planning applications where all interested parties agree to 
them. This will be particularly relevant to home extensions. 
 
Your Council will be keeping a close eye on the progress of any 
proposed legislation. 
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– could you, should you, get involved? 
A number of changes have recently taken place to the way in which 
our local health services are managed. The old Chorley and South 
Ribble Primary Care Trust which looked after, amongst other 
things, the local GP Service, has been replaced by a much bigger 
Trust covering Preston, Chorley, South Ribble, Ormskirk and West 
Lancashire. 
 
The former Lancashire Ambulance Service Trust has been amalga-
mated with its counterparts in Cumbria, Merseyside and Cheshire 
and Greater Manchester to form the Northwest Ambulance Service 
providing emergency ambulance and patient transport services over 
an area from south of Crewe to north of Carlisle. 
 
There are also big changes planned for the organisation of accident 
and emergency (A&E) services and even a distant threat that Chor-
ley Hospital might be at risk 
 
Of course we welcome any changes which can improve local ser-
vices but it is vital that we are vigilant to ensure that any changes 
planned do make our services better.  
 
The Parish Council will do its best to speak up for local residents  
For example, we know that emergency ambulance response times 
in Chorley fall below the best and we have raised this matter at 
local Area Forum meetings. 
 
Your Council will continue to be active in monitoring the quality of 
local health services but you too can play an important role. For 
example you might want to help form a First Responders group to 
provide prompt help for local people suffering heart attacks or you 
could join one of the public and patient groups monitoring the work 
of the NHS. 
 
We will be explaining more about how to get involved in future 
editions of the Newsletter but, if you want more information now, 
contact Derek Ormerod on 01257 451516 
 
 

Parish Council contacts: 
Members 2006—2007 
Derek Ormerod  (Chairman)    01257 451516 
Dorothy Todd     (Vice-chair)    01772 601264 
John Ascroft                               01772 600348 
Eileen Doran                            01257 452516 
Philip Mortimer                       01772 423902 
David Williams                        01772 623117 
Clerk 
Lynne Rowett                            01772 435516 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE  at www.ulneswaltonpc.co.uk 



Police News  
 
It has again been a quiet few months on the crime front, but we 
are still getting incidents of criminal damage particularly to the 
Parish Council notice board, a willow sculpture near to Bullens 
farm and to the Old School. There have also been incidents 
where horses have has their tails cut off and damage to the fenc-
ing around the river. If you have any information that may help 
to identify the criminals the please let me know or contact 
Crimestoppers on 0800555111.  
 
I have a word of warning regarding a company called “St Johns 
security” or something similar. They contacted a resident and led 
her to believe that they worked with the Police and St Johns Am-
bulance and they offered to come to her home, check her security 
and the fit a system the would link direct to the local police and 
hospital. There is no such system in existence and I advise any-
one not to make appointments with such a company unless they 
check them out thoroughly before they are invited into private 
homes.  
 
Can I also ask pedal cyclists to ensure that they have the correct 
lighting for their bikes. There have been several reports and 
some people already prosecuted for riding along dark unlit roads 
without reflective clothing or lights.  
Please feel free to drop in at the Station with any queries or prob-
lems you may have. 
If you have any problems or need help please feel free to contact 
me at Croston Police Office on 600239, on my mobile number 
07958787818 or via e-mail on  
caroline.plummer@lancashire.pnn.police.uk  
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NEW LOOK for the OLD 
SCHOOL 
 
If you haven’t been in the Old School recently (you could always 
come to a meeting of the Parish Council!) you won’t have seen 
the beginnings of a transformation. Failing plaster removed, new 
floor, new curtains and redecoration. It’s a building with a fu-
ture, beginning to look and feel like the Community asset we 
always hoped for. 
 
 Well done the Trustees and here’s wishing them well in their 
plans for even better things in the future. 
 
If you want to book the Old School for a function follow the 
details given below: 
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WANT to tell the Police about you local concerns? 

�$�%�$�%�$�%�$�% ����can help   
����

�$�%�$�%�$�%�$�% ����is Police and Community Together 
 

The next �$�%�$�%�$�%�$�%  meeting is at Bretherton School at 
 

 7:30 pm on  
Wed 31st January 2007  

 
between 4pm & 5pm 

THE OLD SCHOOL 
Booking arrangements 
 Whilst the Parish Council uses the building on a 
regular basis it is not responsible for taking book-
ings for private hire. Further details about the hire 
charge and availability can be obtained from the 
booking secretary John McKie on 01704 821350 
or from John Hy Mayor’s on 01257 451303  

Sheep may safely graze? 
A number of residents have expressed their concern for the 
safety of the thousands of trees planted to screen and green Wy-
mott after a flock of rather handsome sheep were observed graz-
ing between (and it has to be said occasionally on) them. 
Don’t worry, our agricultural experts tell us that, whilst one or 
two trees may be damaged the rest, protected by their plastic 
tubes,  will benefit amazingly from reduced competition from 
the grass and from the liberal application of  what comes out of 
the end of the sheep opposite to the mouth.  
The alternative was a very non green and expensive process of 
mechanical strimming. 

Local Government Act 

Local Area Forums 

Lancashire Locals 

THREE 

L’s 
The three L’s are all about Community involvement in govern-
ment. The Local Government White Paper, ‘Strong and Prosper-
ous Communities’, sets out a whole range of proposals to bring 
local authority decision making closer to the individuals who will 
be affected. These proposals include the possibility of new pow-
ers and possibly a name change for Parish Councils. 
Local Area Forums and the Lancashire Locals are a series of 
public meetings designed to allow you to hear about and influ-
ence the decisions made by Chorley Council and Lancashire 
County Council which relate to your area. 
The Parish Council has already made a useful input to these 
meetings and we shall be keeping in close touch with future de-
velopments. 
The next meeting of the Chorley Lancashire Local is on Thurs-
day, 8th February at 6-15 pm  in St Mary’s Parish Centre, Chor-
ley. Dates of the next Area Forum meetings are to be announced.    



Ulnes Walton gets snapping on an 
AFUW wild flower photography course 

Hi from all at Wymott and Garth prisons. Firstly 
can we thank the Parish Council for letting us con-
tribute to your newsletter, it is hoped that this is the 

first of many contributions in the future. Many of you have proba-
bly driven or walked by these two establishments and wondered 
what actually goes on in them both. 

Well Garth is category B; training prison that holds approx 620 
soon to be 800 prisoners and Wymott is a category C prison hold-
ing approx 1050 prisoners. 

Garth is going though a major re-development programme to in-
crease its facilities which include one new wing, new kitchen and 
activities area. Wymott has just completed a similar programme 
of work. 

Both prisons are training prisons, which means in essence that 
they prepare the prisoner in custody for release by developing 
skills which will help them lead a better life in the community. 
These skills vary from basic literacy to working skills and skills to 
deal with the types of offences they have committed. Both prison 
have an ethos of high delivery standards on these training issues 
and have high expectations of the prisoners who take part in them. 

We have an environmental committee in each prison that looks at 
the impact our operations have on the environment, they also im-
plement prison service policy on biodiversity and energy manage-
ment. These committees are responsible for setting up waste man-
agement units in each prison. At present we are recycling approx 
50% of our waste, this saves operating costs and rubbish to land-
fill. To enhance this we looking at offering National Vocational 
Qualifications on waste management for our prisoners   

Both establishments try to be good neighbours and it is our wish 
to keep good communications with your Parish Council. We have 
done work for some local villages and are presently contributing 
to the multi use track planned around the estate which is referred 
to elsewhere in this issue. 

Well that concludes  a brief overview of what we do and it leaves 
an opportunity for us to wish all friends and neighbours in the 
Parish a very merry Christmas and prosperous 2007 from all at 
Garth and Wymott. 
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Report from the Ulnes Walton 
Road Safety Group  
 
It is with great pleasure and some pride to know that we had a 
90% response to our road safety questionnaire from the residents 
of Ulnes Walton Lane. This high response shows the depth of 
feeling in the community on road safety matters.  
100% of respondents indicated that speeding traffic was a prob-
lem whilst 50% were nervous about travelling along the lane in a 
car and 98% were nervous about walking the lane. 
The statistics gathered as well as the comments made by resi-
dents ( in strictest confidence of course) were passed on to rele-
vant departments at both Chorley and Lancashire Councils. To 
date we have heard encouraging noises as regards speed regula-
tion and we are expecting an engineer from LCC Environment 
Directorate to survey the lane to see if there is anything to be 
done within the stringent budget requirements that exist today. 
Work is already planned to be carried out in the region of Nor-
ris’s Farm in this financial year and hopefully we can include 
further measures in next year’s budget. 
A leaflet is currently being printed giving advice to all non resi-
dential travellers on Ulnes Walton Lane such as staff at HMP 
Wymott and Garth as well as taxi and bus firms, delivery vehi-
cles etc. Copies are available if requested, but as residents we 
already know how to conduct ourselves on this dangerous piece 
of road! 
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Inside News from Garth 
and Wymott  

Ulnes Walton Women’s 
Institute 

Welcomes New Members 
Meetings Held at 

The Old School, Ulnes Walton Lane 
3rd. Wednesday of the Month 

7.30pm 
For further information ~ Please con-

tact 
Jean 01257 451645 

Dorothy 01772 601264 
 

The Parish Council  meets in the Old School, Ulnes 
Walton Lane on the second Monday each month except 

August. 
The Agenda is on our web-site www.ulneswaltonpc.co.uk   


