NEWSLETTER — October 2005

Ulnes Walton
Parish Council

Dear Reader,

Welcome to the October edition of the Ulnes Walton Parish Council Newsletter. We are sure
that you will find something of interest in it.

Three of our articles deal with issues of traffic and road safety — a topic of perennial concern for
residents and for the Parish Council. The Council continues to lobby for local road improve-
ments but, we need to be able to demonstrate that we have our electors behind us. You have an
opportunity to give us this backing by completing and returning the form about speed limits on
Southport Road and by joining our proposed action group to make proposals for safety measures
on Ulnes Walton Lane.

It’s easy to sit back and grumble about things and assume that nothing can be done, but there are
loads of examples which show that active local communities can really achieve change. Give us
your active support and the sky’s the limit.

We are also pleased to report the real collaboration we are experiencing in our relations with the
Home Office and the prisons at Wymott and Garth. Probably no one would choose to have a
prison in their Parish but we have two and they aren’t about to go away. The fact that we have
achieved an ongoing and productive dialogue with the Home Office and prison staff can only be
a good thing for the Parish.

We continue to lobby Chorley Borough Council for a more prominent role in the Prison Liaison
Committee. In our view it isn’t properly representative of local interests and hardly ever meets.
This isn’t good for either the prisons or the local community.

We are particularly happy to see residents at our monthly meetings. Come and stay for as long as
you like. There is an opportunity at each meeting for you to raise matters of concern. As a starter
why not join us at our pre Christmas meeting on December 12", We start with mince-pies and
mulled wine!

The Parish Council

On the Buses!

Following rumours that the 112 service was about to be cut, Lancashire
County Council have been contacted. The current operator’s (Stagecoach}
contract comes to an end shortly . Tenders have been invited for the service
to continue in a similar format, with slight amendments to the timetable. It
might of course be a new operator who takes over the service.

Regrettably Service 98 Lostock Hall to Ormskirk will be withdrawn on 22 ~
December due to lack of customers and similarly service 110 Leyland to

Southport from 9 January 2006 will only operate on Mondays. Both of these QUALITY
pick up at stops in Ulnes Walton. PARISH

Whatever happens our advice is clear, as with all public trans-

port — use it or lose it! COUNCIL




ADDITIONAL ACCOMMODATION AT HMP
GARTH

The following article has been prepared by Nigel
Locke from the Home Office -

Work is about to begin at HMP Garth to provide an
additional Houseblock, similar to that recently con-
structed at HMP Wymott, and ancillary Works, now
that funding is in place.

The enabling works began on 19" September 2005
and the project is currently programmed to complete
by April 2007.

From outside the Establishment the only noticeable
changes will be the Houseblock itself and an
‘Ancillaries’ building both located to the left hand side
as you look at the front of HMP Garth.

The enabling works will secure the site and provide a
temporary access from the rear by means of a road
which used to be used to access the landfill site. This
will minimise the impact of construction traffic on lo-
cal roads.

There will also be additional planting being carried out
to further screen HMP Wymott from adjacent proper-
ties, this planting will hopefully begin in the Autumn
of 2005 and continue in the Spring of 2006.

GREEN WASTE COLLECTIONS

Following complaints from several residents
about the mess left behind on green waste collec-
tion days due to bags coming open and rubbish
being blown about, Chorley Borough have ad-
vised that new sacks have been obtained with
Velcro fastening or alternatively a plastic box
with a lid is available. Both of these can be ob-
tained FREE OF CHARGE and will be delivered
to your home. To order a box or bags call Envi-
ronmental Services on 01257 515355.

There have been
reports of strang-
ers seen throwing
packages over the outer
perimeter fence at Wymott
prison. If you witness anything

of the sort happening please call
the Police at once on 0845 1 25 35 45
and report the incident.

UNDER NO CIRCUMSTANCES
APPROACH THE INDIVIDUALS
INVOLVED

You can MAKE A DIFFERENCE!

At the Parish Assembly in May many residents raised concern over road safety issues on Ul-

nes Walton Lane.

The County Council (LCC) now operates a policy whereby they no

longer deal with items relating to road safety on a ‘one off” basis. Parishes must put forward
their concerns for inclusion in a Business Plan and there is a limitation on the number of re-
quests dealt with from a parish each year. To this end following discussion with the Lanca-
shire Road Safety Partnership it has been agreed that a complete package addressing all the
problems along Ulnes Walton Lane should be put forward. The package would count as one
item and stand more chance of success in the Business Plan.

This is where your help is needed — in order for the package to warrant consideration by
LCC, evidence of need is required. To get this evidence a working group is to be established
made up of residents of Ulnes Walton Lane who can help collect the information we need to
make out a case for improvements . This might involve taking photographs; collating acci-
dent statistics etc. The Parish Council cannot do this by itself—your support is vital. So
help make a difference and if you want to see things change for the better, volunteer to join
the working group.

Contact any member of the Parish Council or the Clerk for further
information.




L)
News from St James COUNCIL CONTACT DETAILS
Primary School

(The Parish Council currently nominates a member of Dorothy Todd (Vice Chair) John Ascroft
the Governing body) Great Nelsons Farm Bullens Barn
Ulnes Walton Lane Ulnes Walton Lane
e The headteacher, Mrs Kathleen Tyson has Tel 01772 601264 Tel 01772 600348
resigned. We wish her well in her new post
in Darwen. Miss W J Cooke is now acting Eileen Doran Philip Mortimer
headteacher. .
178 Southport Road Earnshaws Shire Farm
Tel 01257 452516 Ulnes Walton Lane

e Earlier in the year, in collaboration with the
gollce who were operating a speed camera in
later Lane, speeding motorists were offered

Tel 01772 423902

the option of a fixed penalty or an interview Derek Ormerod (Chair) David Williams
with some of St James’ pupils who asked 134 Southport Road 9 Wray Crescent
them to explain the risks they had been caus- Tel 01257 451516 Tel 01772 623117

ing to pedestrians. All the drivers accepted
the interview. Most people who took part in
the exercise were of the opinion that a fixed

penalty would have been the softer option! Lynne Rowett (Clerk)
22 Clifton Avenue
Leyland
e At the end of the Summer term Derek PR25 3ES

Ormerod, the PC nominated governor,
accompanied the pre-school group and
rece]f(tlon class on a very enjoyable trip to

Blackpool Zoo The children were extremel
careful not to lose him and he returned Y Keep up-to-date
safely! VISIT YOUR COUNCIL WEBSITE

www.ulneswaltonpc.co.uk

Messages from the Police

PC Caroline Plummer writes:
There have been two areas of concern in and around the Ulnes Walton area recently.

Firstly there has been an increase in complaint relating to juvenile and youth problems. These
involve children and youths from the Ulnes Walton area congregating and being loud and some-
times abusive to other residents on the estate. Can I ask you all to be a little more considerate.

Secondly we have received several complaints re cars stopping on Moss Lane and the occupants
attempting to throw objects over the wall into Wymott Prison. Historically this activity has gone
on during the night but more recently it has been occurring during the afternoons. We and the
Prison are aware of this type of activity and would ask anyone who witnesses anything suspi-
cious, to make a note of the description of the people involved and also the vehicle including the
registration number and contact the police on 0845 1 25 35 45 to report the matter. I can assure
you that if the packages do not make it over the wall they will be collected and not left for local
children to find. If they do make it over the wall, we can inform the Prison who will search and
recover the packages prior to the prisoners getting access to the area involved. Please do not ap-
proach the people involved.

If you have any problems and would like to speak to me I can be contacted on the above num-
ber, on my mobile number, which is 07958787818, or by e-mail on:
caroline.plummer(@lancashire.pnn.police.uk




£ Sprouts are not just for
/  Christmas!

Are you a digger (or a potential digger?). No, we don’t want to enquire about your Aus-
tralian ancestry or whether you are a founder member of the Kylie Minogue fan club.
What we want to know is whether you would like to have an allotment to indulge your
urges to plant and grow. We know that some of our electors are interested in the possi-

bility.

If there really is a significant interest in the development of allotments in the parish then
the Council will certainly try to satisfy it. It won’t be easy and we may never succeed but, if you don’t ask us to

try we will never know.

Please contact Jack Gornall at 136 Southport Road Ulnes Walton (Tel: 01257 451160) to register

an interest.

Winter ‘flu
Precautions

Winter is fast approaching, a season that usually sees a
vast increase in tlfle number of cases of influenza. A bad
dose of ‘flu can be really nasty and it can leave people
feeling very weak for some time, and in some cases it can
even be fatal.

The dangers from common varieties of influenza are much
reduced by vaccination

Last geay 72 per cent of the 65 + age group in Chorley &
South Ribble had a flu jab - this percentage is above the
government target of 70 per cent.

But 8,784 people did not take up the offer of a flu jab in
this age group in Chorley & South Ribble.

Up to 4,000 deaths a year nationally are attributable to flu
each year.

The flu vaccination is available free of charge to everyone
aged 65 or over and to people in other vulnerable groups.

The vaccination takes two minutes and is safe, quick and
effective, so

make an appointment with your GP now!

-
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=, they
find
YOU?

The postman probably knows where you live
even if you haven’t got a clear house number and/
or name displayed. He comes every day so he
soon gets familiar with anonymous houses.

Drivers making occasional deliveries might have
more trouble and it’s annoying when you miss
that parcel you were waiting for.

But suppose there was a real emergency — a fire
or serious accident. You dial 999 and give your
address but — how many vital minutes might be
wasted if your house isn’t clearly identifiable
from the road.

CHECK NOW—could they find you?

Quality Parish Status Pays Off

We reported in our last edition, details of the substantial grant we received from the
Quality Parish Investment Fund. We were only able to apply for this money because
we achieved the status of a quality Parish. The money has been used to acquire much
needed equipment and software to assist communications between the Parish Council

and its electors.

The items now in use include a laptop and data-projector and a loop amplification
system to help make meetings more accessible to those with less than perfect hearing.

And finally—

Why not write a letter
or article for the
Newsletter on a topic
of interest to resi-
dents.

If you have an idea,
or just an opinion to
express we will be de-
lighted to hear from

If you would like to know more about potential uses for this equipment you.

please contact any member of the Council

Ring 01257 451516




In our last Newsletter we drew attention to

RE D U C E D S P E E D LI M IT the road safety measures proposed by Lan-
for SOUTHPORT ROAD? | ;o tieet from the County authorites.

We explained in our last Newsletter our in-
tention as a Parish Council to press for the
inclusion of a thirty mph speed limit as part of the scheme. Our request has been politely turned down and

we now need to consider whether or not to proceed with the campaign. Our concerns are not solely with
the issue of road safety but also with the noise and vibration caused by excessive speed.

In a nutshell it appears that the Southport Road section of the A581 meets the definition of a village and
thus eligibility for a 30 mph limit as laid down by the government’s Traffic Advisory Unit in leaflet 1/04.
You can read these recommendations for yourself by visiting the www.dft.gov.uk website. If this is the
case then we have real grounds for pursuing our objective of reducing the limit.

Before the Parish Council sets off on this route we feel that we need to be sure that the majority of South-
port Road residents support the argument for a reduced limit. However if you do not live on Southport
Road the Council will still value your opinion on the proposal. As another article in the Newsletter indi-
cates, we are aware of traffic issues on other roads in the Parish and pursuing this campaign will not divert
our attention from our other trouble spots

You can record your views by completing the slip be&ow and returning it either to the Clerk or Chair to the
Council as soon as possible and no later than 30™ November.

This an important issue and we hope that you will guide us by making your wishes quite clear.

cashire County Council for Southport Road.

: The Parish Council proposes to press for a reduction of the speed limit on Southport Road to 30 mph. Do you

agree or disagree with this proposal? Please circle ‘AGREE’ if you are in favour of a reduction; circle

: ‘DISAGREE’ if you wish the limit to remain at 40 mph.

Name Signature
1 AGREE  DISAGREE
2 AGREE  DISAGREE
3 AGREE  DISAGREE
4 AGREE  DISAGREE
5 AGREE  DISAGREE
Address of household Additional comments

Please return the completed form to either
Lynne Rowett
Clerk to the Council at 22 Clifton Avenue Leyland PR25 3ES

'or

Derek Ormerod
Chair at 134 Southport Road, Ulnes Walton Leyland PR26 8LN



